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Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

February 7, 2012
Board Members Present: Members present were Gregg Collar (Chairman), Mary Burgess (Vice-Chairman) Todd Gold, Ann Kowalczyk, and Alicia Sullivan. Diane Browning was present via conference circuit.  Others Present: John Flack (TAF Administrator), Angelo Rella (TAF Manager) and Mary Goralski (TAF Analyst) David Cramer (NYPSC).
1. Gregg Collar, Chairman, called the meeting to order and took a roll call.  A quorum was present and the meeting proceeded. 

2. The Board welcomed new Board Members Ann Kowalczyk representing Verizon and Alicia Sullivan representing the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA). Also, Gregg Collar suggested sending a letter of thanks to Susan Zimmermann for her years of service. Angelo indicated that he would write the letter.
3. The Board reviewed the minutes of the November 8, 2011 Board meeting.  Hearing no changes, a motion was made by Mary Burgess and seconded by Ann Kowalczyk to adopt the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  
4. Angelo provided a TAF Administrative Expense Summary Report for the months of October 2011 to December 2011.  Angelo noted that expenses were under budget by around seven percent and that there was no unusual activity in the fourth quarter.  There were no questions. A motion was made by Todd Gold and seconded by Alicia Sullivan to approve the expense reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  
5. Angelo provided a TAF status report.  The October 2011 through December 2011 Assessment Summaries were presented. Angelo noted that the assessment ratio increased in the fourth quarter due to increased E911 Costs. It was suggested that Angelo provide an explanation of these reports for new members, and he did so. A motion was made by Mary Burgess and seconded by Todd Gold to approve the reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.
6. There was a discussion of the vacant Secretary/Treasurer position. Angelo explained the duties of the position and Gregg Collar called for nominations. Todd Gold was nominated and the Board voted unanimously to elect him as interim Secretary/Treasurer. 

7. There was a discussion of the replacement for Board member Judy Messenger from Paetec. Angelo indicated that in accordance with the TAF Advisory Board Manual, we need a representative from a CLEC on the Board. Mary Burgess suggested a contact that may be able to recommend a CLEC. There was general agreement regarding this and Angelo noted he would reach out to this contact.  Angelo also reminded the Board that the Advisory Board Manual will need to be revised. At this time the Manual states that representatives from PULP and CPB are required to be on the Board. Since PULP and CPB are now defunct, the Manual should be revised to use a more general term such as Consumer Oriented organizations.  Angelo will work on this and report back to the Board.
8. An update on Captioned Telephone was made by Angelo. He indicated that there are now 1965 phones in use, with 4200 activated and 4501 shipped, since the beginning of Captel in New York. Todd Gold asked if Captel uses other languages and Angelo said he would find out. 

9. Angelo gave an update on the Telecommunications Relay Service Request for Proposal (RFP). He recapped the history of the Relay system in NY and indicated that the current contract expires on June 30, 2013. He gave the Board some details of the RFP process and the tentative dates for the stages of preparation of the RFP.
10. Mary Goralski then gave a review of revenues, costs and assessment ratios. She indicated that revenues continue to decrease and costs increase, driving the assessment ratio upward. This year TAF had seen an increase in E911 costs and a small decrease in Lifeline. However, Lifeline costs continue to be the largest cost.
11. Angelo then asked for a NYPSC update. David Cramer indicated that parties to the Proceeding are in negotiations for resolution to issues in Case 09-M-0527 and that several parties had proposed extending the dates for the schedule of filing briefs on exceptions to the January 4, 2012 Recommended Decision in  Phase II of the Proceeding.
12. The next regularly scheduled Board meeting will be on Tuesday, May 15th, in Albany in the TAF Conference Room with a start time of 11AM.

13. There being no other business, Alicia Sullivan made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Ann Kowalczyk and approved unanimously by the Board.

